Glomerular disease workshop.
Recent observations regarding intrinsic glomerular cell biology, particularly in the podocyte, have provided exciting new insights into potential pathogenic mechanisms of human glomerular disease. Although both immune and nonimmune mechanisms of glomerular injury have been studied previously, experimental models of disease and recent techniques that provide tools for molecular profiling show great promise for identifying glomerular disease biomarkers. Despite these recent advances, additional work in both basic and clinical studies of glomerular disease is needed to advance the field. Standardization of animal models of distinct forms of glomerular disease would likely facilitate the search for biomarkers. Several factors limit current efforts to implement clinical trials of glomerular disease. Identification of disease biomarkers, development of disease-specific end points, and organization of collaborative clinical groups are critical for ultimately designing and implementing appropriately powered trials of glomerular disease.